
Support Us Sarah

RELATIONSHIPS

How Both Introverts and Extroverts Bring
Unique Strengths
How our nervous system responds in a social environment reflects more than our personality.
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Two friends walk into a karaoke bar. One immediately signs up for a song, grabs 

the microphone, and spends the evening in the spotlight. The other finds a small 

table in the corner and leans into a one-on-one conversation.

Both are exactly where they want to be.

Yet the person who prefers the corner will probably be called withdrawn. The one 

with the microphone, attention-seeking. In reality, they may simply be responding 

differently to the same environment—and that difference runs deeper than 

personality.

Introversion and extroversion are not just labels. They reflect something more 

fundamental: how your nervous system manages the energy of being around 

other people.

The Social Battery Is Real
Everyone needs connection, but not in the same way or to the same degree.

Introverts typically feel their best in smaller groups. They may enjoy conversation 

and relationships, but they recharge through time alone. Extroverts gain energy 

through engaging with others—being around people helps them feel alert, 

focused, and emotionally charged.

Most people fall somewhere in between. Psychologists often use the term 

“ambivert” to describe those who shift depending on context, stress, or stage of 

life. For many people in this middle range, social energy is situational. Someone 

might crave solitude after a long week but feel energized by a relaxed dinner with 

friends on the weekend.

“Two opposing forces shape human development,” Dave Popple, who holds a 

doctorate in psychology, told The Epoch Times. “The first force drives us toward 

individuation, the need to develop our own identity and make our own choices. 

The second force pulls us toward togetherness and the need for emotional 

connection and belonging. Mature people hold both forces simultaneously.”

Labels can be helpful, but they are not fixed identities. What matters more than 

the label is how someone feels after socializing and what helps him or her regain 
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balance.

Why the Same Party Affects People Differently
One of the clearest differences between introverts and extroverts appears in how 

long someone can stay socially engaged before needing time to recharge.

“Both introverts and extroverts benefit from social connection,” John Puls, 

licensed clinical social worker and a professor at Florida Atlantic University, told 

The Epoch Times. “But their capacity differs.”

Introverts tend to reach their limit sooner. Quiet spaces and time alone help their 

nervous system settle down. When that recovery window gets skipped, signs 

appear. They may talk less, retreat into their phone, or feel tense without knowing 

why. If those signals are ignored, it can be very mentally exhausting for them.

A 2025 study published in BMC Psychology found that introverted participants 

were more likely to feel drained by extended group interaction and needed more 

time to process and respond afterward. Extroverted participants tended to engage 

more easily in the moment. The same social setting, in other words, can leave one 

person energized and another worn out—not because one is more resilient, but 

because they are running different internal calculations the entire time.

“For introverts, social interaction often feels like a high-stakes investment,” Tanya 

Levinson, a licensed therapist trained in cognitive behavioral and acceptance-

based approaches, told The Epoch Times. “The presence of unfamiliar people 

alone can take a toll.”

Introverts often monitor tone, mannerisms, and group dynamics, all at the same 

time. That ongoing awareness requires focus, which can mentally tire them out. A 

2024 study in the Journal of Personality found that higher levels of introversion 

are tied to greater sensory sensitivity and a stronger drive toward solitude, 

suggesting that busy, highly social environments place greater mental demands 

on introverted people—demands that accumulate over the course of an evening, 

even when they appear to be enjoying themselves.

For introverts, the challenge is not avoiding people. It is finding the right amount. 

If they isolate themselves for too long, social anxiety builds up. Researchers 

believe that introverts may respond to social environments differently at a 

biological level. Some studies suggest that personality traits are linked to 

differences in cortisol, the body’s primary stress hormone, which helps regulate 

how we respond to social stress.

Extroverts face a different challenge. Too little interaction can leave them feeling 

flat or restless. Puls noted that time with people we enjoy can lift mood by 

releasing dopamine and oxytocin, chemicals that help stabilize emotion and 

reduce stress. For extroverts, socializing isn’t an indulgence; it’s a regulation.

How We Process Our Experiences
Introversion and extroversion also shape how people process their feelings and 

thoughts.

“The difference isn’t about shyness or confidence,” Krista Norris, a licensed 

marriage and family therapist and owner of Conscious Connection Therapy 

Services, told The Epoch Times. “It’s about how people make sense of their 

experience.”

Extroverts often process in real time. Talking, moving, and sharing help them 

organize thoughts and emotions as they happen. Conversation becomes part of 

how they process and make sense of their experiences.

Introverts tend to sort things out later. Quiet gives them space to reflect and 

ponder details that might be missed in the moment. This is often mistaken as 

withdrawal, but it is actually how they make sense of the social experience that 

they just had.

“Silence isn’t emptiness,” Norris said. “It’s integration.”

Without downtime, they may feel scattered or disconnected, even when their 

social life, from the outside, looks perfect.

How Different Social Styles Work Together
Although introverts and extroverts experience social situations differently, both 

styles bring something valuable to relationships.
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Extroverts are often comfortable initiating conversations and bringing new 

people into a discussion. Their openness can make social times feel welcoming 

and their willingness to engage can initiate conversations that might not 

otherwise happen.

Introverts bring a different strength to those same interactions. They may listen 

intently, observe group dynamics more closely, and take time to reflect before 

speaking. Their attentiveness can help create deep conversations and build trust 

over time.

Each style has its own merits, and neither is better than the other. Together, they 

reveal an important aspect of human connection. Some people naturally draw 

others into conversation, while others deepen it by slowing the pace.

Recognizing different styles can help us interpret social behavior with more 

understanding and empathy.

Neither Style Needs Fixing
The woman at the corner table and the one with the microphone share the same 

human need for connection, reached by different paths, at different costs, and 

with different recovery times.

When people take the time to learn more about each other, their relationships 

can feel easier and more comfortable.

Real connection starts with knowing what restores you and allowing others the 

same space to do it their way.
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